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BNNC Membership year is June 1 - May 31

Bloomingtonnnc.com

Announcements and RSVP forms
Current newsletter

Photos

Membership Application

WANTED: Photos of your group activities. Send to any

of the following:

Debbie Zerr for Facebook: dlzerr321@sbcglobal.net

Follow and tag us on Facebook.

John DePaemelaere for website and end of year slide

show: john.depaemelaere@outlook.com

Publication Deadlines

Send to the newsletter editor any general announcements no
later than the 15th of the months of February, April, June, Au-

gust, October and December.

The Newcomers & Neighbors News is published for members of

the BNNC. Annual membership is $15 Per person.




Page 3

West Baden Bus Trip June 9
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Upcoming Events Announcement

We are excited to share some of our upcoming events and activities. Mark your calendars
and be sure not to miss out! Details on how to register will be emailed closer to each event
date.

. June/July issue of Bloom Magazine, featuring an article on Bloomington Newcomers
and Neighbors.

. July 23: We are sponsoring the Potluck Luncheon at Endwright East Senior Center in
College Mall. 11:30 AM. Bring a dish to share.

. August 6: Join us for a private tour of Indiana University Memorial Stadium, the home of
the undefeated National Football champs. 2 PM. Tour limit 50.

. August 20: Hunter’s Honey Farm, Martinsville, IN 10 AM. Started in 1910, the fourth
generation now manages over 1,000 hives. The farm emphasizes natural beekeeping and
non-chemical methods. The tour includes observing the hives and seeing honey extract
ed. You will bottle your own honey and roll a beeswax candle. Guests and grandchildren
are welcome. The facility is wheelchair accessible. Group rate for 20 or more.

. September 15 - Fall Kick-Off Event 3:30 - 6:30 PM. Put on your IU gear and meet your
BNNC friends at the Pavilion at Switchyard Park for a fun afternoon of food, music and a
visit from the IU Hoosier bison mascot. Guests are welcome.

. December 6: Holiday Brunch in the Tudor Room IMU.

Plus, there will be many other exciting activities planned throughout the year—so keep
watching for updates!

Our new Events and Activities Committee is here to make it a fun year: Mona Johnson,
Heidi Reiter, Charlotte Reitz, Linda Smith, Sue Kirkpatrick, Judy Cooperman, Jane Means, Jane
McHenry, Jan Tyra, Lou O’Boyle, and Ramona Pound. Contact any of them with ideas or to get
involved or contact Ramona at: jnrpound@hotmail.com.




Bloom Magazine Article on BNNC
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The June/July issue of Bloom magazine has a nice one-page article with pictures on
BNNC. Craig Coley, the writer, interviewed George Korinek, Heidi Reiter and Ramona
Pound to gather background information. You’ll find the article here on page 5 and
page 52, Bloom Magazine. Please share with neighbors and friends.

community

B-town Newcomers & Neighbors Club
How to Make Friends & Get Involved

Support student
journalism.

-~ ’
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Now more than ever, we need your support.
Help students continue pursuing their passions.

DONATETO [oF

idsnews.com

by Craig Coley
For adults who move here at any stage oflife, the Bloomington Newcomers & Neighbors
Club can help them form friendships in their new community. The club has more than
25 interest groups ranging from dominoes to hiking to breakfast groups. “It's a very good
way to make new friends and get acquainted with the community and get involved in
things that interest you,” says George Korinek, 87.

Korinek and his wife, Mary, were retired when they relocated to Bloomington in 1998,
drawn to the opportunities to attend concerts offered by the Indiana University School
of Music. They learned about the Newcomers club about a year later and quickly joined

recently moved to town with young
children. It later opened to people

who had lived here for some time but
found themselves wanting connection.
Today the group has more than 200
members and hosts four annual events.
It organizes excursions to places like

groups that gathered for golf, bridge, and dinner parties. “"Almost everyone that we are
friends with today are people we met through membership in the elub,” Korinek says.
When it started in the 1980s, the club's early members were mostly women who had

(above left, I-r) Newcomers
members Dennis Patterson
and George Korinek at the
club’s Spring Fling dinner
at Oliver Winery;

(right, top) Ramena Pound
and other members gather
together at one of the
club's luncheon meetings
at the American Legion;
(right, 1-r} Heidi Reiter and
Susan Montgomery at the
Canasta group. Fhofos by
John DePasmelasre

French Lick and also serves as an umbrella for groups that gather to
eraft, diseuss books or topices, and play card games.

Most of today’s members are of retirement age. Many join
after a major life change such as divorce or death of a spouse.

“A lot are joining because all of a sudden they find themselves alone,”
says Ramona Pound, the club’s publicity and communications
coordinator.

Others, like Heidi Reiter, came to be closer to their adult children
and grandchildren, Reiter and her husband, Ron, relocated from
Ohio in 2013. "I was busy babysitting my grandkids,” Reiter says. *1
told my husband, “We need to start meeting some people our own
age." Playing pickleball at the YMCA, they met people who were
members of the Newcomers elub, attended the summer picnie, and
become members themselves.

Learn more at bloomingtonnne.com, &
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BNNC meetings have returned to the American Legion!

1800 W 3rd Street. Ample parking at the door.

Mark your calendars in October and November for the FIRST TUESDAY
at lunch time for exciting events! Please do not arrive before 11:15 AM; pro-
gram starts at 12:30. Get your lunch order in as soon as possible. This will al-
low lunch to be served without interupting the presentation.

You are welcome to attend without eating; please come and join your friends.

Luncheon meetings will
return in October.

Please be sure to take photos of your group
events! Forward those photos to
john.depaemelaere@outlook.com for
inclusion in the newsletter. Also, to Debbie Zerr
for our Facebook page.
dlzerr321@sbcglobal.net
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Mary Sutherland

July 10, 2025
6-8 PM
2601 E CIANA CT
BLOOMINGTON IN 47401-8358
RSVP
(812) 361-2517

msuth2601@yahoo.com

John DePaemelaere - Susan Montgomery

August 14, 2026
6-8 PM
6101 N GENEVIEVE LN
BLOOMINGTON IN 47408-9280

No need to RSVP
(812) 322-2630
john.depaemelaere@outlook.com

Future TGIF Events

We need volunteers to host future TGIF events on the 2nd Friday of each month.
We still need hosts for September, October, November and December in 2026.
Contact Hollie Lutz if you would like to host TGIF.
hlutz4@gmail.com (812) 320-8386
TGIF is a pitch-in. Bring an item to share and BYOB.
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1st Wednesday Bridge--Mary Rucker

We meet at 12:30. Please call Mary 812-219-1636 if you have gotten a sub. You may also call the hostess with that
information.

July 1 Mary Rucker 812-219-1636
735 E Olde Mill Circle
August 5 Mary Rucker 812-219-1636

735 E Olde Mill Circle

Welcome To Our New Members!

Men’s Breakfast

Our Men’s Breakfast Group meets at Lincoln Sqaure at 8 AM every Thursday. There is
Iplenty of free parking. Come and join our discussions.
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Book Club 1

Book Club 1 meets every month on the last Wednesday of the month, 12:30,
at Bell Trace, in the 3rd floor lounge. New members are Welcome!

Our book club met Wednesday, 27 May to discuss “The Berry Pickers” by Amanda Peters.
Discussion led by Peggy Brown. It is a moving story of unrelenting hope for a missing sister, unwav-
ering love, and the power of family - even in the face of grief and betrayal. An indigenous family from
Nova Scotia picks blueberries in Maine. A four-year-old Mi'’kmaq girl goes missing from the blueberry
fields, sparking a mystery that haunts the survivors, unravels a family, and remains unsolved for nearly

fifty years.

Meeting 24 June

The Club met last week (June 24) to discuss “The Beautiful Mystery” by Louise Penney. Discus-
sion was led by Susan Hiller with 10 members attending. It is a story of two dozen monks in a remote
monastery in the Quebec wilderness living in peace and prayer and a vow of silence. With glorious
voices they sing ancient Gregorian chants which have a profound effect on singer and listener, known
as “the beautiful mystery”. The choir director is murdered. Chief Inspector of the Stireté du Québec in-
vestigates, finding discord among the monks. The youngest monk who disagreed with the choir direc-
tor on how to preserve the ancient chants confesses to the murder.

Our next meeting is 29 June, reading “Who Killed Jane Stanford” by Richard White. Discussion
will be led by Elaine Pendly.
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Hiking Group
April 17,2026

Hiking Group
May 15, 2026
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Expo 50 °
May 6, 2026

Pickle Ball Lessons
May 7, 2026

Mona Johnson, Betty Hicks, Ken Welch, Jane
Means, Jill Leiter and Linda Smith completed
PB 101 and 102 taught by Jim and Ramona
Pound.




Page 12

Spring Fling
May 12, 2026
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Spring Fling

Continued
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Tour of Assembly and Cook

Halls
May 14, 2026

"?. Meljer Ty meljer
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Thirteen members of BNNC had a private tour of Assembly Hall and Cook Hall on May 14th. They were Kevin and Charlotte
Reitz, Ruth and John Simon, Ernie and Lou O’Boyle, Jane Means, Linda Smith, Jim and Ramona Pound, Jan Tyra, Terry Hollaran
and guest Jack Jackson, and Jerry Gonyo.

(left photo) Jan Tyra compares sizes in the Equipment Room
(middle photo) The group stands in front of part of the original Assembly Hall floor. (left to right) Kevin Reitz, John and Ruth Si-

mon, Ernie and Lou O’Boyle, Jane Means, Linda Smith, Charlotte Reitz, Jim Pound, Jan Tyra, Ramona Pound, Jack Jackson, Terry
Halloran, Jerry Gonyo.

(right photo) Jan Tyra, Jim Pound, John Simon and Linda Smith hold a press conference.

Supper Club
May 20, 2026
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3rd Monday Canasta
May 18, 2026

Wine Club
May 2026




TGIF Page 16
June 12, 2026
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Supper Club
June 15, 2026

West Baden Bus Trip
June 8, 2026
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Bunco Hawaiian Night
June 18, 2026

Fun Lunch Bunch
June 25, 2026
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Interest Groups Page 19

Do you have an interest in a topic that you would like to share? Why not consider
being a leader of an interest group? You can meet as often as you like, or when an
opportunity comes up!

Crafting Group-

LEADER NEEDED

Book Club #1—Ken Crawford kcrawford69@gmai.com 661-247-7600
Meets at Bell Trace 3rd floor lounge at 12:30. See page 9.
Always welcoming new members.

Book Club #2—Book Club 2 meets on the 4th Friday of each month at Noon, with
occasional date changes around the holidays. If interested, contact Izzy Beck greaves-
beck@gmail.com or (949) 439-8560. Participants bring a bag lunch and wine is served.

Railroad Group—Paul Lutz crfan59@yahoo.com (812) 322-4669
John DePaemelaere john.depaemelaere@outlook.com (812) 322-2630
All things railroad, model trains, historic videos, field trips and more.

International Issues—Andy Bratton a7bratton@aol.com (732) 236-8543
Meets 4th Thursday 4:30 PM at Red Lobster. Andy will email the topic a few days
before.

Local Plays Group

LEADER NEEDED

Hiking Group--Charlotte Reitz charlotte.reitz@gmail.com (812) 457-2285
Meets monthly.

Meditation Group

LEADER NEEDED
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Good Eating and Beverage Groups

Fun Lunch Bunch Meets the 4th Thursday of each month. Call Joan for reserva-
tions.
Joan Lawrence indycondol9@gmail.com (217) 820-5009

Ladies Night Out LEADER NEEDED

Men’s Breakfast Every Thursday 8:00-9:30 AM

John DePaemelaere (812) 322-2630.

This group meets at Lincoln Square, 2160 N Walnut Street.
Free parking. We hope to see the regulars and new faces.

Wine Tasting Linda Burton brtnlin@yahoo.com (812) 369-4611
This group is currently full.

. Wine Tasting Ruth Simon prsimon@gmail.com (812) 339-8291
This group is currently full.

Supper Club John DePaemelaere john.depaemelaere@outlook.com
Contact John DePaemelaere for the next meeting date and location (812) 322-2630.
RSVP to John.

Lunch and a Movie DeeDee Bratton dianebratt@aol.com or (732) 2236-8543

We meet the fourth Tuesday of the month for lunch and then your choice of a movie.
Deedee will email a list of movies and the name of the restaurant the week before.
Call her for lunch reservations.
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Cards & Games

Mah-Jong—Ruth Simon prsimon@gmail.com (812) 340-4223
‘We play the hybrid military way. Please come, observe and
play with us. We would be glad to have you.

Cribbage Group—Susan Hiller (773) 678-4280 greenviewsu-
san@gmail.com
Offering instruction and welcoming new members.

Ladies Bunco-Debbie Zerr dizerr321@sbcglobal.net
(574) 220-2561 Meets the 3rd Thursday.

First Friday Canasta meets the first Friday of every month

at Meadowood HP Lounge from 1 - 4:30 p.m. 2455 Tamarack
Trail, 47408. No RSVP is required, but if you would like a
reminder, please be sure that you are on our email list. Contact
Ramona Pound, 813-517-7505 or jnrpound@hotmail.com
Beginners are welcome.

New Canasta Players always welcome.

Third Monday Canasta Group meets at 1 PM at Bloomington
Library-Southwest 890 W Gordon Pike. Coordinated by Susan
Montgomery montgomery_4884@msn.com (812) 325-4611
New Canasta Players always welcome. You can play on Mon-
day or Friday! We'll teach you to play!

Domino Group - Janet Justus  jjustus24@gmail.com

(321) 276-6080
Will be held on the fourth Tuesday of every month at the College Mall
upper deck of the Food Court. We will meet at 12:00 PM for those
who want to have lunch together at Azzip. At 1:00 PM the Games
begin. The 13 games usually take 2 to 2 1/2 hours.

LEADER NEEDED

Ist Tuesday Men’s Bridge Rich Weyand
weyand@rcn.com New members welcome!

Poker Group

3rd Thursday Men’s Bridge Rich Weyand

weyand@rcn.com New members welcome!
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Cards & Games

4th Monday Bridge Linda Burton
brtnlin@yahoo.com (219)-793-5498
Need more players!

3rd Friday Ladies Bridge Linda Burton
brtnlin@yahoo.com (219)-793-5498

Couples Bridge Jane McHenry
jmchenry1955@gmail.com  (317) 385-2859

Players Welcome!

Looking for a fun, social way to spend an afternoon or
evening together? The Couples Bridge Club is restart-
ing and welcoming new members of all experience
levels.

Whether you're:

« Brand new to bridge

o A little rusty

o Or have played before and want to get back into it
This group is meant to be relaxed, friendly, and so-
cial. The focus is on enjoying the game, meeting new
people, and having fun - not competition or pressure.
No partner? No problem — couples are encouraged,
but flexibility is built in as we grow the group.

If you're interested in joining or would like more infor-
mation, please contact Jane McHenry 317-385-2859.
jmchenry1955@gmail.com

Come give it a try — wed love to see you at the table!

3rd Wednesday Bridge--Connie Clark (479) 365-
9270 conclrk@gmail.com

1st Wednesday Bridge--Mary Rucker

We meet at 12:30. Please call Mary 812-219-1636 if
you have gotten a sub. You may also call the hostess
with that information.

July 1 Mary Rucker 812-219-1636
735 E Olde Mill Circle

August 5 Mary Rucker 812-219-1636
735 E Olde Mill Circle

Sept 2. Wendy Teller 630-240-2323
6601 E Kerr Creek Road



July 2026 Calendar Page 23
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
July 1 July 2 July 3 July 4
1st Wed Men’s Brkfast | 1st FriCanasta
Bridge
July 5 July 6 July 7 July 8 July 9 July 10 July11
250 Party Men’s Brkfast
Men’s Bridge
July 12 July 13 July 14 July 15 July 16 July 17 July 18
3rd Wed Men’s Brkfast |3rd Fri Ladies
Bridge Ladies Bunco | Bridge
Men’s Bridge
July 19 July 20 July 21 July 22 July 23 July 24 July 25
3rd Mon Men’s Brkfast | Book Club 2
Canasta International
Issues
Fun Lunch
July 16 July 27 July 28 July 29 July 30 July 31
4th Monday |LunchMovie |Book Club1 [Men’s Brkfast

Bridge

Domino Grp




August 2026 Calendar Page 24
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
August 1
August 2 August 3 August 4 August 5 August 6 August 7 August 8
Men’s Bridge | 1st Wed Men’s Brkfast | 1st FriCanasta
Bridge
August 9 August 10 August 11 August 12 August 13 August 14 August 15
Men’s Brkfast
August 16 August 17 August 18 August 19 August 20 August 21 August 22
3rd Mon 3rd Wed Men’s Brkfast |3rd Fri Ladies
Canasta Bridge Ladies Bunco |Bridge
Men’s Bridge
August 23 August 24 August 25 August 26 August 27 August 28 August 29
4th Monday |LunchMovie |Book Club1 [Men’s Brkfast | Book Club 2
Bridge Domino Grp International
Issues
Fun Lunch
August 30 August 31




